STAFF

Ten Very Important Hosts 

Do’s & Don’ts
 

 

10.  Be the protector of your home —  
You are the one to set the rules of your home, not the leader.  This is your responsibility.  Students can be great, but they can also be immature & inconsiderate at times.  If you will kindly but sternly set the rules for your home, then remind them when necessary, things will go much better.  Students are more than willing to stay within boundaries if they know them.  If you do not do this, afterwards you may well wish you had.

 

9.  Take up all car keys, cell phones, & beepers —
Students cannot drive during the weekend, nor should they leave your house at any time without a Time Away card.  Also, they do not need to be calling or receiving calls on their phones.  Have a key bucket & a place where all cell phones & beepers stay.

 

8.  Be on time to all group activities —
The time you spend at your home is somewhat flexible & is largely controlled by your leader.  However, make sure you are in charge of seeing that your group is on time to the group activities.

 

7.  Be involved in all that goes on in your home —  
We don’t need just your home for this weekend; we need you.  One of the awesome things about these weekends is the adult / student connections that occur.  Don’t just sit back & watch; be actively involved in the things that go on in your home throughout the weekend. 

 

6.  Be sensitive to whether or not you should participate in the sessions —  
Your involvement in the bible study sessions can either be a tremendous blessing or a distraction. You could build even stronger relationships with some of the students staying in your home. You could also cause some students not to open up because they might be afraid of what you tell their parents or peers. If you do decide to sit in on the sessions, it is important that you do not dominate the discussion or jump in & answer the questions without first letting the students respond.  Remember silence can be good.  God will teach you & speak to you, both through the material, & through the students.

 

5.  Do not let young children be a distraction in your homes —
If you do not have other arrangements for your children during the weekend, be sure they don’t become a distraction to the group.  This is especially important during the sessions.  No children should be sitting in on sessions.  It will greatly hinder the openness of the group.

4.  Be a loving, gracious “mom & dad” to the students in your home —
Many students who are in your home never know the loving care of godly parents who love them unconditionally.  Many of them come from broken, blended or dysfunctional families.  This weekend, show the unconditional love a mom & dad are supposed to give — that God does give.

 

3.  Look for ministry moments —
The leaders are not the only ministers during Disciple Now.  They are gone after the event.  God has placed you with your group for a reason.  Look for ministry moment opportunities during meals, breaks & free times when you can encourage &/or pray for students.  A major complaint from teens is that they feel adults do not listen to them or value their feelings or opinions.  Make sure you are listening more than talking this weekend. Ask for God to use you to minister to the students in your home, watch & be amazed. 

Remember:  they don’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care.

 

2.  See through God’s eyes —
Make a conscious effort this weekend to look at the students in your home through God’s eyes.  “Man looks at the outer appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1Samuel 16:7). Ask God to specifically help you with this.  Look past the surface, look deep, & look into the heart & soul of the students God gives you.  You will undoubtedly find rough students with hurting & needy hearts & confident students with hurts & pains just the same.  See with spiritual eyes this weekend, & God will give you His heart & wisdom for your students.

 

1.  PRAY —
Please be in continual prayer (1Thess.5:17) during the weekend.  Pray for God to break chains, barriers, & walls in the lives of your students.  Pray for healing & renewing of their spirit.  Pray for God to truly & completely clean out & change lives this weekend.

 
